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P 
eople familiar with Texas are always taken aback-in a "Wow!" sort of way
when they visit the state's Piney Woods region. Encompassing the far eastern 
reaches of the state, this spectacular area is awash in natural wonders, from 

woodlands packed with pine and oak trees to glittering lakes and rushing rivers. 
"When conferences get out where it's less populated, attendees get a different 

experience," says Diann Bayes, president of Visit Tyler. "There's a natural beauty 
that people are missing in the larger cities." With several cities and towns to choose 
from-including Tyler, Longview, Nacogdoches, and The Woodlands-the Piney 
Woods region offers no shortage of convenient venue options for planners. Attend

ees have access to activities and entertainment that keeps them busy between 
meetings, along with a taste of small-town Texas hospitality. Many gathering here 
might want to take advantage of the Piney Woods' spectacular natural attractions, 
whether interwoven into official team-building sessions or by tacking on an extra 
day or two in the area. 

"After spending all day in a meeting room, there's something rejuvenating about 
stepping out and having easy access to nature," says Josie Lewis, director of sales 
at Visit The Woodlands. "It really enhances attendees' ability to focus and engage 
with others, and it provides unique opportunities that create impactful memories." 

SO MUCH FOR PLANNERS 

As one of the biggest cities in the Piney 
Woods, Tyler has plenty to offer meeting 
planners, and its W.T. Brookshire Con
ference Center opened last April. With 
60,000 square feet of meeting space, a 
built-in stage, well-equipped kitchen, and 
modern design, the Brookshire facility 
is well-suited for a variety of gatherings. 
But as beautiful as the indoor spaces are, 
what really makes Brookshire shine is 
its adjacency to greenspaces. The center 
is next door to Tyler's beloved municipal 
rose garden, the largest public collection of 
roses in the U.S. "We're so thrilled to have 
the conference facility so close to other 
attractions that people can enjoy when 
they're not in meetings," says Bayes. 

The city offers plenty ofhotels, including 
the Holiday Inn Tyler Conference Cen
ter, which boasts 11,000 square feet of 
meeting space. Theater seating capable of 
accommodating 500, banquet-style seat
ing suitable for up to 500, and breakout 
rooms make the hotel a versatile venue for 
meetings of all sizes. 

"When planners are looking for meet
ing spaces, they have a variety of different 
options in Tyler," Bayes says. For planners 
interested in modern architecture and 
a retreat-like atmosphere, Tyler's One 

Realtor Center offers 4,300 square feet 
of flexible meeting space, including the 
Grand Foyer, which has two-story win
dows for plenty of Texas sunshine indoors. 
Cascades Country Club has 15,000 square 
feet of space perfect for golfers in your 
group, Bayes says. The historic Mayfair 
Building, scheduled to open for events 
early next year, has a beautiful stage that 
accommodates performers or keynoters. 

CITY AMENITIES 

WITHOUT THE TRAFFIC 

Longview is the kind of place travelers like 
to visit when they're looking to escape the 
crowds, says CJ Clayton, tourism manager 
for the city. "People come here to get away 
from traffic and big-city craziness," she 
says. Longview has "a slower pace of life" 
that meeting-goers love to soak up when 
they visit, Clayton adds. 

Planners might want to consider the 
Longview Convention Complex for their 
event. The 40,000-square-foot complex 
is made up of several gathering spaces, 
including an exhibit hall, the Maude Cobb Main Hall, and smaller rental spaces. 
Longview is also home to several hotels with varying amounts of space, includ
ing the Holiday Inn Longview-North hotel, home to the Infinity Event Center, 
121 guest rooms, and meeting space for 650 attendees. For something a little 
different, planners might consider the Longview Arboretum and Nature 
Center. In addition to numerous indoor meeting rooms, the facility offers an 
outdoor stage, a meditation garden, and hilltop pavilion-each of which can 

accommodate small groups in a spectacular setting. 

A potential excursion for attendees outside of the day's agenda is Longview's 
historic downtown, which has undergone a transformation in recent years, 
with many buildings being renovated into new spaces housing restaurants and 
museums. "Our downtown has grown exponentially," says Clayton. "It has really 
changed, and it's a great place to visit and hang out." Many works of public art 
decorate the downtown area, and nearby wineries and antiquing opportunities 
make Longview a special place to visit. 

Nacogdoches complements its small size with its outsized creativity when 
it comes to hosting events. "We offer something planners can't get anywhere 
else/ says Ashley Morgan, interim director for the Nacogdoches Convention 
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